STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

April 2, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman







Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson







William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

Jodi Penn was absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators William Collins, Tommy Mimnaugh, Dylan Bourg, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Mallett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the Minutes of the March 5, 2014, Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guests Linda Evans with the Capital Region Builders Association, Daniel McAllister and Ronald Burrough with the Louisiana Department of Justice, and Rudy Babin and James Henry with the Louisiana Department of Insurance.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – Consideration of alleged violation(s) by the following State licensed residential building contractors, or registered home improvement contractors, for failure to maintain a current certificate of insurance on file with the Board for general liability coverage or workers’ compensation coverage. La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D).

Baldelamar Construction, Inc.; CLH Builders, LLC; C.T. Wainwright Construction, LLC; Dakmak Construction, LLC; Desirard Group, LLC, The; E. J. Milligan Construction Company, LLC; Eddie James Deramus; Foster-Somerled Enterprises, LLC; Harris Multi-Craft Services, LLC; Henderson Homes Repair Service, LLC; High Standard Construction, LLC; James L. Fields, LLC; Malone’s Home Improvement, LLC; Property Pros of Louisiana, LLC; Professional Home Improvements of LA, LLC; Robert E. Myers; Sidney John Myers; Steven Leslie Gibson; TJL Builders, LLC; and WPJ Contracting & Associates, LLC were removed from the agenda.

Emma Payne was called to the stand and sworn in to give testimony regarding the documentation of general liability and workers’ compensation for the listed entities. 

John Guillory was present and sworn in. Mr. Guillory presented documents to Ms. Payne. This case was continued.

No one was present for the following: Aluminum & Screen Construction, LLC; ABC Home Improvements, LLC; ABC Consruction & Remodeling Services, LLC; ABR Trim, LLC; Benton Property Preservation & Janitorial Services, LLC; Cavalier Home and Garden, LLC; Custom House of New Orleans, LLC; D & E Property Preservation Services, LLC; General Services Corporation; Handy Realtors, Inc.; I & F Construction, LLC; Integrated Pro Services, LLC; John Andrew Ballard; LA Shutters, LLC; Land of Pools Construction, LLC; MFH Environmental Corp.; 
MJM Vinyl Siding Company; 
Michael Joseph Wercholuk; PFD Builders, LLC; Peake Construction, LLC; Pinnacle Builders, Inc.; Richard Slade, LLC; Right Now Repairs and Renovations, LLC; Safe House Technologies, LLC; Sieverding Construction, LLC; Special Asset Management, Inc.; Special Care Services of Louisiana, Inc.
; and Walter Perry. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, fine $500 in administrative costs, and suspend the license or registration until documentation is turned in proving no lapse in coverage. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1.
Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).


Mr. Ward recused himself. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Jim Fussell, Joy Jones and attorneys Scott Frazier and Gerald Asay were present on behalf of Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc. Homeowners and other interested individuals present were Robin and Brenda Pilcher, Debbie Pacas, Lekeshia and Byron Pilcher, Gerlad Farmer, Chau Wang, Cathy Grace, Bryan and Holly Grace, and Debbie Hudnall. All parties were sworn in. 

Mr. Frazier entered a denial plea on behalf of his client on both charges and gave a statement. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok filed the complete exhibit packet, including additional documents, and the complete record from the previous hearing regarding the (A)(9) charge in May 2013. Mr. Frazier objected to the filing of the record from the May 2013 hearing and was overruled. The documents were admitted.

Mr. Frazier questioned Mr. Bourque. Mr. Frazier filed additional documents into evidence, and they were admitted. Mr. Frazier and Mr. Andrishok questioned Mr. Fussell. 

Mr. Farmer gave a statement regarding the Bluff Heritage property, Mr. and Mrs. Pitcher gave a statement regarding the Hampton Village property and introduced photos to the record, Mr. and Mrs. Pilcher gave a statement regarding the Eagle Ridge property, and realtor Debbie Pacas gave a statement. Debbie Hudnall gave a statement regarding the Grace’s home and introduced a document. Chau Wang gave a statement regarding the Woodland Trail property and introduced documents. 


Mr. Frazier gave a closing statement. Mr. Andrishok introduced the pictures submitted by the Pitchers and the documents submitted by the Pilchers into the record. They were admitted with the objection of Mr. Frazier. 


Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc. to be in violation of failure to provide the required probation documents, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.


Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc. to be in violation of La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9), and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.

Mr. Castjohn made a motion to revoke the license of Custom Homes by Jim Fussell, Inc., issue a cease and desist order, and fine $3,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
2.  
Arturo Arellano d/b/a  A & S Construction, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)


This matter was continued.

3.
Dean Secord d/b/a Two Handymen, LaPlace, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2167 (A)/2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Dean Secord d/b/a Two Handymen. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Dean Secord d/b/a Two Handymen to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
4.
Tanner Construction LLC d/b/a Tanner Construction, Bossier City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Tanner Construction LLC d/b/a Tanner Construction, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed with one objection.
5.
Aqua-Care Marketing LLC d/b/a Aqua-Care USA, Grimes, Iowa – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Pete Boesen was present on behalf of Aqua-Care Marketing LLC d/b/a Aqua-Care USA and sworn in. Mr. Boesen entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Boesen gave a statement. The Committee questioned Mr. Bourque. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Aqua-Care Marketing LLC d/b/a Aqua-Care USA $500 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.

6.
Felix Torrence d/b/a CIA Restoration and Remodeling, LLC,  Kentwood, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Felix Torrence was present on behalf of Felix Torrence d/b/a CIA Restoration and Remodeling, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Torrence entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Torrence gave a statement and submitted documents, which were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Feliz Torrence d/b/a CIA Restoration and Remodeling, LLC $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if registered within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

7.  
Gordon Lalonde and/or Mandy Bourque d/b/a Old World Refinishing, Opelousas, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Gordon Lalonde and/or Mandy Bourque d/b/a Old World Refinishing. Investigator Dylan Bourg was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Gordon Lalonde and/or Mandy Bourque d/b/a Old World Refinishing to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
8. 
Steven Sonnier d/b/a Sonnier’s Hardwood Floors, Maurice, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Steven Sonnier d/b/a Sonnier’s Hardwood Floors. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Steven Sonnier d/b/a Sonnier’s Hardwood Floors to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.
9.
Tablas Construction, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Henry DuQuesnay was present on behalf of Tablas Construction, LLC and sworn in. Mr. DuQuesnay entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. DuQuesnay gave a statement. Mr. Wyman made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Tablas Construction, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
10.
Triple J. Painting & Construction, Inc., Metairie, Louisiana – Louisiana La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Triple J. Painting & Construction, Inc. Charmel Peterson was called to the stand to review the exhibits, which were filed and admitted. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Triple J. Painting & Construction, Inc. to be in violation, but the motion failed for lack of a second. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Triple J. Painting & Construction, Inc. not to be in violation and to send a written warning. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

E.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S):


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

F.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5&6)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the residential licenses as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

G.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 7-9)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, with the exception of Mandy Bourque. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.




_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman
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